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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 


Display conditions: 

In accordance with s27(4) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 
1993, the following display conditions are imposed on the magazine entitled 
Penthouse The International Magazine For Men/ Vol 27 No 1/ September 1995: 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the 
publication must be shown on the publication; or any package in which the publication 
is kept 

and 

That the publication must be publicly displayed only in a sealed package 
and 

That the publication must be publicly displayed only in premises, or a part of premises, 
set aside for the public display of restricted publications (whether or not articles other 
than restricted publications are also displayed in those premises or that part of those 
premises). 


Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The magazine entitled Penthouse The International Magazine For Men/ Vol 27 No 1/ 
September 1995 depicts explicit sexual content involving nude and semi-nude women. 
The often extreme close-up depictions of the high resolution photos depict solo 
women manipulating their genitals, or two women engaging in sexual activity 
(cunnilingus, analingus, and masturbation). Due to the intense focus on breasts, 
buttocks, and splayed genitals the material is considered of high impact. The 
accompanying stories focus on sexual exploits, sexually explicit behaviour, and 


tmp8A5.tmp 









articles of a general or political nature. Telephone sex, mail order sex aids, and 
videotapes of a sexual nature are advertised in the magazine. 

The extent, degree and manner of the depiction of the material which degrades and 
dehumanises women in the magazine is not such that the restricted availability of the 
magazine is likely to be injurious to the public good. In view of the explicit sexual 
content and photo displays of the magazine, plus the intended purpose and the 
availability of the publication, the Classification Office finds that the magazine is likely 
to be injurious to the public good unless its viewing is restricted to an adult audience. 

The Classification Office therefore classifies Penthouse The International Magazine 
For Men/ Vol 27 No 1/ September 1995 as objectionable except if the availability of the 
publication is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 years. 
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